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Students from The High School of Sports Management, 
assembled in the 3rd floor library for the 2010 Fall Sports 
Symposium.  

The purpose of this event was to give our students the 
opportunity to learn from professionals in the sports, 
business and entertainment industries.  

Our Keynote Speaker, Dan Reed, shared with us his 
struggles. He enjoyed high school where he played 
basketball and had good grades. He was accepted into 
many colleges, but had a passion for basketball. Torn 
between these two options: whether to play ball or go to 
college, he chose college. 

Mr. Reed was involved in many different industries, after 
college, while working at A.T. Kearney. He helped 
businesses, such as Campbell’s Soup, develop marketing 
and business strategies and improve their profitability. 
Dan pursued a Master’s degree at Harvard Business 
School. He knew he loved sports, though, and wanted to 
make a career out of it.  

Dan Reed went on to become president of the NBA 
Development League. Dan said, “I feel like I made the 
right choice. I love what I do.” His advice to us was, “Get 
good grades…do not leave school or just sit around, be 
involved. Find what you love and do not apologize for it.”  

“It was a really nice experience. I felt good about it,” said 
Mark Ross, freshman at The High School of Sports 
Management; and junior Zuberi Shury said, “It was very 
interesting…I learned a lot.”  

After the Keynote Address, students and panelists had 
their “break-out” session, where they spoke more one-on-
one about preparing for a future in the business of sports 
and entertainment.  

 

 

Our young ladies spoke with panelists Pam Batalis and 
Sarah Purcell about more women being represented in 
sports management. One student asked, “How would you 
deal with men around you working in the same business?” 
Pam Batalis said, “As a woman in an all-man business, 
you have to be better, do more research and, most 
importantly, have confidence with power in your work.” 
Sarah Purcell agreed. She said, “The key is confidence in 
your work and in yourself.”   

We would like to thank all panelists and special guests: 
Steve Cohen (Brooklyn Cyclones), Dan Reed (NBA 
Development League), Ken Currey and Huey Ferguson 
(Municipal Credit Union), Kenneth Hochman (American 
Media Concepts), Reggie Nance (Hot 97, Kiss FM, 101.9 
FM) Sara Ann Purcell (St. Johns University), and 
Professors Pam Batalis (Batalis Solutions, LLC), Melvin 
Rodriguez (UMass Amherst), Eugene Spatz and TJ 
Kostecky (Long Island University), students from Long 
Island University, UMass Amherst and St. John’s 
University, Carmine Debetta (Lafayette Alumni 
Association), Life Academy for Film and Music High 
School, and The High School of Sports Management 
faculty and staff.  

“This Symposium was a great opportunity for me and the 
students. They were attuned to what was going on, which 
was very helpful,” said Principal Robin Pitts. 


