
 
 
 
The High School of Sports Management hosted its 
Principal for a Day on Thursday, October 7th, with CEO 
Ben Sturner of Leverage Agency as guest principal. 
Sports and Entertainment Lawyer  
Jared Bartie accompanied Mr. Sturner.  

 
Ben Sturner attended Boston University where he 
graduated with honors before co-founding Leverage. He 
has a vast amount of experience in global sponsorships 
and event marketing, which is something students here 
at The HSSM could benefit from, personally. If Ben 
seemed right at home in the classroom, it is due to his 
experiences in teaching and mentoring students.  
 
Ben Sturner visited diverse classes. He first introduced 
himself to a Math class. Students had recently taken a 
PSAT practice exam in preparation for the actual test a 
week later. Mr. Sturner and Principal Pitts were 
discussing the results and their meaning in relation to 
college with the class.  
 
We also visited the Virtual Enterprise class. Here 
students run a simulated business: from the selection of 
officers and employees to the engagement in research, 
marketing and sales, to creating business plans, securing 
financing, and paying payroll taxes. Ben and Jared’s 
eyes opened up when they saw the “magic” in this class. 
They spoke to the students about their own business 
experiences in an effort to help them better understand 
how what they were doing related to real world business 
operations. Again, this class is a simulation, but the two 
men practice it in real life.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Another favorite class for our “Principal” was “Sport 
Marketing.” Ben was highly impressed at the level and  
the quality of work these students were putting out. Ben 
told the students “Remember that NO is only the first 
two letters of Not Yet …keep fighting and you will 
achieve success.”  
 
As for Mr. Jared Bartie, when he “heard about the 
opportunity to come with Ben, I jumped on it.” Mr. 
Bartie is like a utility player on a baseball team who can 
play every position when the chance is given. 
Throughout his life he has done many things: Associate 
General Counsel of Black Entertainment Television 
(BET), work with the NBA as Vice President of 
Marketing and Team Business Operations, work with the 
Charlotte Bobcats as Chief Administrative Officer and 
General Counsel, work with the WWE as Executive 
Vice President and General Counsel.  
 

 
 
Principal for a Day transitioned to a Q & A session 
conducted by Newton Wilson, one of our sophomore 
students. Afterwards, it was lunch with some of the 
students and faculty. The day ended almost as it began: 
with our Principal for a Day dispensing advice and 
sharing insight from his wealth of experience as one of 
this country’s leading sport industry professionals. They 
had fun and the school enjoyed it, too. This was further 
proof that The High School of Sports Management is 
helping set students on the right path.  
 
A “BIG THANKS” from The High School Of Sports 
Management to Ben Sturner and Jared Bartie! 
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