
2011 Fall Sports Symposium 

THE HIGH SCHOOL OF SPORTS MANAGEMENT

The mission of the semi-annual!HSSM-
Municipal Credit Union-Brooklyn Cyclones 
Sports Symposium is to afford our students 
the opportunity to interact with industry 
professionals, as they pursue their career 
objective in the sports, media, 
entertainment, and business industries.

October 13, 2011

mission



 Once again, I am pleased that you are able to attend today The High 
School of  Sports Management Sports Symposium and see what I consider 
a first rate event produced by our students and faculty. For those of  you 
engaged with The HSSM, thank you. if  this is your first time at the 
school, I think you will be impressed with the future leaders of  our 
business and hope that you work with us going forward. 

Steve Cohen
General Manager
Brooklyn Cyclones

Welcome to our 2011 Fall Sports Symposium. As in the past, it is my 
sincere hope that this will give students at The High School of  Sports 
Management an opportunity to meet and hear directly from professionals 
of  the billion dollar sport industry. 

Our panelists and presenters will be able to share the journey that has 
prepared them for their current position whether education, university 
administration, business, media, finance, general manager of  a sports 
team, or university student. 

I further hope that both student and panelist/presenter will seize the 
opportunity to learn from one another the importance of  “each 
one...teach one.”

Sincerely, 

Robin Pitts

Principal 

Principal’s Welcome

General Manager’s Welcome



 

 
 

        HSSM Fall Sports Symposium 2011  
 

Theme: “The Role of Education ‘N the Business of Sports” 
 

October 13, 2011 
 

Agenda 
 

Library 9:00 am   Sign-In 
Welcome Reception  
Red Carpet – Photos and Interviews  

    
Audio/visual equipment set up for speakers (where necessary) 

  
Group Photo 

 
9:45  Students arrive  

 
Welcome - Student Moderator, Josias Moultrie 
Principal’s Address - Ben Sturner (Principal for a Day) 
Symposium/Panel Discussion Begins  

 
Panel Discussion – The Role of Education ‘N the Business of Sports  

-Corey Fernandes, MCU  
-Sharan Harper, WBAI Radio 
-Sterling Roberson, UFT 
-Melcolm Ruffin, UMass Amherst 
-Q & A 
 

4th Floor 9:45 am Classroom presentations  
    -GM Steve Cohen, Brooklyn Cyclones 
    -Huey Ferguson, MCU 
    -Dr. Harold Merritt, St. John’s University 
    -Dean Melvin Rodriguez, UMass Amherst  
    -Jeff Maldonado/Maribel Lugo, NBA 

 
Library 10:35 am Breakout Sessions - Classroom Presenters and Panelists  

 
11:30 am Closing  

 
Reception following 
 
Students dismissed 

 



Principal for a Day

Ben Sturner, Leverage Agency

Ben leads Leverage headquarters in 
New York City, focusing on corporate 
sponsorships for clients and new 
business development. He has vast 
experience in the areas of  global sports 
and event marketing, creative 
sponsorship activation and media 
relations through his work with the 
Olympics and numerous sporting 
events around the world. 

Before co-founding Leverage Agency, 
Ben was the Director of  Marketing for 
Bennett Global Marketing Group, 
where he worked on sponsorships and 
event marketing for clients including 
Dunkin' Donuts, and Reebok. 
Unimpressed by the results of  standard 
marketing practices, he pushed the 
boundaries with untraditional tactics, 
such as head tattoo advertising. The 
campaign he managed for Reebok at 
the Boston Marathon was selected as a 

finalist for the National ADchievement 
Award in the category of  Alternative 
Media. 

At Leverage Agency, Ben has secured 
sports sponsorships with companies 
such as GM Hummer, Edge Shaving 
Gel, Subway, Progressive Insurance, 
Dodge, Gillette and Nissan among 
others.

Ben also enjoys teaching and mentoring 
students and giving back to the 
community. He is a frequent guest 
speaker at Fordham Business School 
and New York University. He serves on 
the advisory board of  The Partnership 
of  the College Application Processing 
Service and The High School of  Sports 
Management. Ben earned his degree 
with honors from Boston University, 
where he also played on the tennis 
team. 

Presenters (Classroom)

Steve Cohen, General Manager, 
Brooklyn Cyclones - Lead Partner, 
Chairperson - HSSM Community 
Advisory Board

Mr. Cohen has been the Cyclones' 
General Manager since the team's 
inception in 2001. In 2008, Steve was 
honored as the winner of  the Robert 
Julian Community & Baseball Service 
Award. Under Steve's direction, the 
Cyclones have donated over one million 
dollars of  cash, tickets, goods, and 
services to various causes and 

organizations throughout the team's 
history.
Steve has spent 18 seasons working in 
professional baseball. Prior to joining the 
Queens Kings in 2000, Steve worked in 
St. Petersburg, Florida as the Assistant 
General Manager of  the St. Petersburg 
Devil Rays of  the Florida State League 
and General Manager of  the St. 
Petersburg Cardinals in 1996. His first 
professional baseball experience came in 
1990 after graduating with a Sports 
Management degree from the University 
of  Massachusetts. 



Melvin Rodriguez, UMass 
Amherst 

Mr. Rodriguez was born in New York 
City but grew up in Springfield, MA.! 
He is a proud product of  public 
education and feels that this has helped 
him to be successful while at the same 
time not forgetting where he comes 
from.! Upon graduation from the High 
School of  Commerce in Springfield, MA 
Melvin attended Westfield State 
University where he graduated with a 
Bachelors Degree in Management and a 
Concentration in Accounting.! Later he 
completed his Master's Degree from the 
University of  Massachusetts in 
Education.! He has been working at the 
University of  Massachusetts in varying 
roles including Staff  Member of  the 
University's Undergraduate Admissions 
Office, was later promoted to Assistant 

Director then Senior Assistant Director 
of  Undergraduate Admissions.! He 
joined the Isenberg School of  
Management at the University where he 
became Director of  the school's diversity 
program.! Over the years, Melvin has 
worked with many students and student 
groups to ensure their success at the 
university and was recently appointed to 
Assistant Dean of  Students, Advising, 
and Diversity at the Isenberg School of  
Management.! He sits on several 
committees including the Undergraduate 
Dean's Advisory Group, the Dean's 
Council, the Vice Chancellors 
Committee on Community College 
Initiatives, and the University 
Chancellor's Advisory Board.! In 
addition to overseeing advising for all 
Undergraduate students, he also runs the 
Isenberg Fellows Program,!a program for 
student leaders in the Isenberg School.

Huey Ferguson, Municipal Credit 
Union

Huey Ferguson works at the Municipal 
Credit Union as a Business 
Development and Student Coordinator
He graduated St. Johns University
with a degree in Business 
Administration. As major in Marketing, 
Mr. Ferguson was a two time All-
American in Soccer and holds the 
record as St. John’s University’s all time 

leading goal scorer. 
He has been instrumental in the 
development of  Municipal Credit 
Union’s partnership with The High 
School of  Sports Management over the 
past two years. Mr. Ferguson is currently 
creating an internship program for 
students at The High School of  Sports 
Management to gain early banking 
experience at the Coney Island, 
Brooklyn Branch of  MCU. He 
 currently resides in New Jersey. 

Presenters (Classroom)



Maribel Lugo, NBA

As a Department Assistant for 
International Broadcast Operations, 
Maribel Lugo is directly connected 
with all aspects of  international 
broadcast functions, including the 
authorization of  live game access via 
the teams’ local stations as well as 
national channels such as NBATV, 
TNT and ESPN. She is also 
responsible for all international 
technical satellite billing as well as 
commentary positions fees at special 
events such as NBA All-Star and The 
Finals. For two years, she was the 

hiring manager for the league’s 
internship program, during which she 
worked hands-on with college 
students to show them what her 
department was involved with at the 
office and on-location at events such 
as the NBA Draft Lottery and the 
NBA Draft.

Prior to joining the NBA, Maribel 
served as a manager for Plasmion, a 
science research company, during 
which she supported five scientists in 
developing an invention that would 
ultimately perfect flat-panel television 
screens.

Jeff  Maldonado, NBA

As Senior Marketing Coordinator for 
the NBA, Jeff  Maldonado supports all 
areas of  agency management and 
campaign development for the 
league's U.S. Hispanic efforts. He is 
also intimately involved in the league's 
digital marketing efforts, having 
managed the league's social media 
platforms prior to his current role. He 
has also worked in a number of  other 
roles at the NBA, many of  which he 
still supports in an advisory capacity, 

including brand strategy and internal 
communications. 

Prior to joining the NBA, Jeff  worked 
as a Communications Specialist with 
the Walt Disney World Resort in Lake 
Buena Vista, FL, focusing on 
resortwide internal and corporate 
communications. 

Jeff  has a Bachelor of  Arts degree 
from Stetson University (DeLand, FL) 
and Master of  Science degree from 
New York University (New York, NY).

Presenters (Classroom)



Presenters (Classroom)

Dr. Harold M. Merritt, St. John’s 
University

!
A committed educator for the past thirty 
years, Dr. Merritt has dedicated his 
professional life to assisting young people 
become successful in their present and 
future lives though his work as a coach, 
administrator, and professor.! Born and 
raised in Harlem, New York, Dr. Merritt 
began his coaching career at the 
University of  New Orleans in 1976 as an 
assistant men’s basketball coach which 
led to a long and successful career in 
sports and intercollegiate athletics.
!Dr. Merritt studied at the University of  
Albany, where he earned a BA in History 
Education with an additional 30 
graduate hours in Curriculum and 
Instruction. He received a Master’s 
Degree in Counseling from Northern 
Arizona University in 1994 and 
following an eighteen year career in 
coaching; Dr. Merritt enrolled full-time 
at NAU and received his Doctorate in 
Educational Leadership with an 
emphasis in Athletic Administration in 
1996.
!Dr. Merritt has been an assistant men’s 
basketball coach at the University of  
New Orleans, Long Beach State 
University, Northern Arizona University, 
and the head men’s basketball coach at 
Morris Brown College and Northern 
Arizona University.! As an administrator, 
he has been the Director of  Athletics for 
the City of  Houston, Department of  
Parks and Recreation, the Director of  
Athletics at the College of  Staten Island, 
and the Director of  Athletics at the 
University of  the District of  Columbia.
At St. John’s University, Dr. Merritt is 

the Director of  Undergraduate Studies 
in the Sport Management Department. 
He has taught the following 
undergraduate level courses: 
Introduction to Sport Management, 
Current Issues in Sports, Media 
Relations in Sport, Managerial Aspects 
of  Sport, The History of  Sports 17th 
Century-Present, The Psychology of  
Coaching, Seminar in Sport 
Management, and Masters level courses: 
Sport Science: Coaching for Optimal 
Performance and Sport Science: 
Techniques and Analysis of  Coaching.
A passion of  Dr. Merritt’s has been 
teaching the history of  African-
Americans in the field of  Sports.! In 
2002, Dr. Merritt created a course in 
memory of  the late Coach John 
McLendon, a pioneer and legend in the 
coaching profession who passed away in 
1999.! Coach McLendon was taught the 
game of  basketball by Dr. James 
Naismith the inventor of  the game. The 
name of  the course is “The History of  
the African-American Athlete in the 20th 
Century.! Dr. Merritt has taught his 
course at several universities such as the 
John Jay College of  Criminal Justice, the 
College of  Staten Island, and Wagner 
College.! Dr. Merritt has presented this 
topic at the Basketball Hall of  Fame’s 
“Freedom to Play Educational Series” in 
Springfield, Mass, and at the New York 
State Museum-Albany, “Breaking What 
Barriers? A discussion on Color, Race, 
and Ethics in Sports”
!
Dr. Merritt is married to the former 
Pamela M. O’Leary and they have two 
daughters, Rachelle and Melissa both 
graduates of  St. John’s University.



Corey Fernandes, Municipal 
Credit Union

Corey Fernandes is the Manager of  
Business Development at Municipal 
Credit Union, one of  the oldest and 
largest credit unions in New York State 
with over 320,000 members and $1.6 
billion in assets.  Mr. Fernandes has 
been with Municipal Credit Union 
since 2005 as part of  a 16 year career in 
the banking industry.
A graduate of  St. John’s University with 
a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing, 
Fernandes’ career began at Fleet 
National Bank in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Throughout his eight 
year tenure at Fleet, Mr. Fernandes was 
consistently recognized as a top 
performer at his position as a sales and 
service representative.  In 2003, 
Fernandes left Fleet National Bank to 
take a Home Loans and Insurance 
Services position at Washington Mutual 
Bank in Uniondale, NY.  Fernandes 
excelled with his specialization in retail 
mortgage loans, which lead him to take 
a position at New York Mortgage 
Company after eighteen months at 
Washington Mutual.  
In his time at New York Mortgage, Mr. 
Fernandes was an integral part of  fee 
collections, loan discrepancies, and 
general ledger reconciliations.  His 
extensive knowledge in these areas of  
business lead to a position as a 
Mortgage Originator at Municipal 
Credit Union, where he began in April, 
2005.  
During his time as a Mortgage 
Originator at MCU, Fernandes was a 
vital asset to the department, 
consistently producing high marks in 
mortgages brought into the credit union 

on an annual basis.  Mr. Fernandes 
marketing background aided him in 
conducting monthly seminars for first 
time home buyers, as well as seminars 
on general financial fitness, refinancing, 
and predatory lending practices.  
Fernandes provided members with 
personal assistance throughout their 
entire lending process, which combined 
with his exemplarily track record and 
marketing background lead him to be 
hired as the new manager of  Business 
Development in 2011.
As manager of  Business Development, 
Mr. Fernandes oversees a team of  
representatives whose goal is to bring in 
new membership to the credit union, as 
well as strengthen existing memberships  
using the credit union’s full product and 
service line.  Mr. Fernandes is also 
responsible for building relationships 
with private companies, governmental 
agencies and community organizations 
to help promote the unique services 
MCU offers.  
Outside of  his career, Mr. Fernandes 
enjoys playing basketball in the 
corporate league, where he is the 
captain of  Team MCU.  Also he is an 
avid reader who enjoys exploring people 
and places through the pages of  a good 
book.  Above all he enjoys spending 
time with his wife and young daughter.  

Panelists (Library)

“We have been with the 
school from the 
beginning…. We are 
involved to groom some of 
our students today to join 
the entertainment work 
force tomorrow.”

Steve Cohen



Sharan Louise Harper

Sharan Louise Harper is a native of  
New York City and a product of  the 
city's public school system. She 
received the Bachelor of  Arts degree in 
Black Studies from the City College of  
the City University of  New York. Since 
adolescence Sharan has had an interest 
in journalism and social justice. !In 
1996, she became a member of  the 
collective that produced!Emanations!a 
weekly show which focused on issues 
affecting the African Diaspora and 
later that year she became a producer 
of  a bi-weekly issue-oriented 
entertainment show, Night Drum.!In 
1998 she joined the staff  of  Wakeup 
Call, the morning show of  Pacifica 
Radio WBAI in New York City as a 

Senior Producer and went on to 
become the show's Executive Producer 
in 2002. As a member of  the Wakeup 
Call team, Sharan received the Special 
Merit Award from the National 
Association of  Community 
Broadcasters for Live Broadcasting, the 
William Moses Kunstler Fund For 
Racial Justice Award for Reporting and 
a special certificate of  honor from the 
Long Island Friends of  WBAI for 
Commitment to Free Speech.  From 
2009 to 2011 Sharan was the 
Multimedia Associate Editor of  Voices 
that Must Be Heard, a weekly publication 
of  the New York Community Media 
Alliance.  !She has also served as the 
Executive Director of  the New York 
City Chapter of  Physicians for Social 
Responsibility.

Sterling Roberson 

Mr. Roberson was elected to serve as the 
Vice President for Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) in September 2009.  

Mr. Roberson has devoted his entire 
public school career to ensuring that 
New York City’s students receive a 
quality academic education with 
practical skills, in a healthy and safe 
learning environment.! 

In the 1980s Mr. Roberson brought his 
electronics skills to shop classrooms, the 
precursor of  today’s CTE, as a substitute 
teacher.! Committed to his students, Mr. 
Roberson entered the Substitute 
Vocational Assistant (SVA) Program, 
graduating in its inaugural class.! 
Currently termed “Success Via 
Apprenticeship,” this five-year internship 
program launched Mr. Roberson into 
full-time teaching, where he instructed 
students in electronics at Samuel 
Gompers High School for over nine 
years.! 

Mr. Roberson seamlessly progressed 
from advancing safe conditions in the 
shop classroom to promoting safety 
throughout the school and surrounding 
community. He served for seven years as 
a violence prevention facilitator and 
school safety specialist for the UFT’s 
Victim Support Program and the union’s  
School Safety Department.! 

A respected natural leader and 
relationship-builder, Mr. Roberson was 
named Director of  School Safety, where 
he championed safety for UFT members 
and their students and bridged relations 
between the schools, law enforcement 
and the community.! Following the 
merger of  UFT’s School Safety and 
Environmental Safety departments in 
2006, Mr. Roberson assumed the helm as  
Director of  the School Safety and Health 
Department until his transition in 2009 
to the CTE vice presidency.

Mr. Roberson received the David Wittes 
Award in 2009 for his dedication to the 
UFT and the students he serves.

Panelists (Library)



Melcolm Ruffin

Melcolm was born and currently resides 
in Maywood, Illinois. Growing up right 
outside of  Chicago, he developed a love 
sports early in life, especially basketball. 
In high school he attended the Illinois 
Math and Science Academy (IMSA) in 
Aurora, Illinois. After graduating IMSA, 
Melcolm chose to combine his passions 
for business and athletics by majoring in 
Sport Management at the University of  
Massachusetts Amherst (UMass). 
Located inside the Isenberg School of  
Management, the Mark H. McCormack 
Sport Management Department is one 
of  the best programs in the nation for its 
discipline. Since entering UMass 
Melcolm has been admitted into the 
University’s Commonwealth Honors 
College and has also added a double 
major in Operations Management.

At UMass Melcolm has been involved in 
a variety of  co-curricular activities while 
also keeping class work his top priority. 
As a freshman Melcolm followed his 
infatuation for basketball by volunteering 
for the Men’s Basketball team as a 
Student Team Manager. He also works 
as an Out-of-State Recruitment 

Ambassador for the Isenberg School of  
Management, which allows him to 
promote the University and interact with 
prospective students. Following freshman 
year, Melcolm became a Resident 
Assistant and was selected as a Teacher’s 
Assistant for the Management 301 
course as a junior. In the summer of  
2011, Melcolm was chosen as an intern 
for Octagon, a well respected sports 
agency, in their Basketball Division. 
Octagon Basketball represents notable 
NBA players such as Rudy Gay, Stephen 
Curry, Jimmer Fredette, and David West.

Melcolm is proudest of  his participation 
with the Association of  Diversity in 
Sport (ADS – adsumass.org), a UMass 
Registered Student Organization. ADS 
manages innovative events on campus; is 
active in community service; focuses on 
networking opportunities; and seeks to 
develop its members’ leadership skills. 
Melcolm became President of  ADS as a 
sophomore and has played an influential 
role in raising the club’s profile around 
campus to new levels.

As a hobby Melcolm created the NBA 
Rookie Project (nbarookieproject.com) as 
an outlet for his analysis of  collegiate 
and pro basketball players and enjoys 
operating the site in his free time. In the 
future, he plans to continue to focus on 
academic success and graduate from 
UMass summa cum laude (3.8+ GPA). 
Ultimately, Melcolm hopes to find a 
career in the Player Personnel division of 
an NBA franchise.

“The High School of 
Sports Management is 
helping to develop future 
sport industry leaders.”

Pat O’Conner, President Minor 
League Baseball

Panelists (Library)



Dr. Stephen Jefferson 

Dr. Jefferson advises all undergraduate 
Sport Management majors and 
teaches Advanced Sport Sociology at 
the undergraduate level. He serves as 
the Chair of  the Undergraduate 
Admissions Committee, is a member 
of  the Curriculum Committee and 
serves as a faculty advisor to the 
student club, Association of  Diversity 
in Sport Management. 

Dr. Jefferson’s focus is Violence in 
Sports and the History of  Minorities 

in Sport. He appeared on the Oprah 
Winfrey Show in 1996 as a member of 
a panel and discussed domestic 
violence and violence in sports. He 
has written numerous articles on 
violence in sport for the Voice Male 
Journal. 

Dr. Jefferson currently serves as 
chair of  the Minority Over 
Representation Committee in the 
Governor’s Juvenile Justice Advisory 
Council, and was an adjunct professor 
at Springfield College. 

Conner Quinn

A graduate of  The High School of  
Sports Management, Conner Quinn 
continues the pursuit of  a career in the 
sports industry at St. John’s University. 
Throughout his high school years 
Conner worked for the Brooklyn 
Cyclones doing anything from the 
players’ laundry to answering phones 
and everything in between. His love for 

sports and the business behind sports 
were made stronger by the HSSM and 
continues to grow through his 
experiences at St. John’s. Majoring in 
Sport Management, Conner is a 
member of  the Sport Management 
Club at St. John's and made the Dean's 
List for his academic achievement. 
Conner hopes to continue to develop as 
a future sport management figure.!

!

Honorary Participants



The High School of  Sports Management - 2630 Benson Avenue, Brooklyn, NY

Contact: Email: 21k348slt@schools.nyc.gov - Web: http://hssmccse.wordpress.com
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