
A Night to Remember - Hundreds of 
Industry leaders from around the country 
united to honor the best in the business.
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Paul Tagliabue - Lifetime Achievement 
Award recipient discussed the importance 
of education with our team. 

Brief

BY CHRISTIAN WATERMAN - 
ALUMNI AMBASSADOR
     
     On May 23, the Sports Business Journal|
Daily hosted its Fifth Annual Sports 
Business Awards. The High School of 
Sports Management was privileged to be 
part of the evening’s festivities. 
     Representing our quarterly Business of 
Sports Report, Faculty Advisor Mia Hall 
and Alumni Ambassador Christian 
Waterman, served as media for the event. 
Hundreds of sports’ power elite converged 
at the Marriott Marquis in Times Square to 
honor the driving forces behind the multi-
billion dollar industry. 
 

    

     The highlight of the awards banquet 
was certainly the Lifetime Achievement 
Award presentation to former NFL 
Commissioner Paul Tagliabue. We all 
revisited the Commissioner's meager 
childhood in Jersey City, where he 
constructed his first football from rolled-up 
newspaper and electrical tape. Such 
ingenuity powered Tagliabue to success 
throughout the various stages of his career. 
     After captaining the Georgetown men’s 
basketball team, he went on to serve as 
legal counsel with the NFL, exposing him 
to tremendous opportunity and mentorship. 
Tagliabue was involved with the 
development of professional tennis and in 

the emergence of professional soccer in the 
United States. Pittsburgh Steelers owner 
Dan Rooney introduced Tagliabue; the two 
worked closely to construct and implement 
the Rooney Rule, which mandates National 
Football League teams to interview at least 
one minority candidate for head coaching 
and major front office vacancies. We must 
honor Commissioner Tagliabue for his 
appreciation of the value of diversity and 
taking action to make sport management a 
more inclusive space. 
     In his acceptance speech, Commissioner 
Tagliabue expressed sincere gratitude to 
the world of sport which greatly enhanced 
his wonderful life and career. Since leaving 
the NFL, he has become the Chairman of 
the Board at Georgetown University, his 
alma mater. Citing the tireless work of 
Boston Celtic Jeff Green, who recently 
graduated after 5 years of summer classes, 
Commissioner Tagliabue implored us all to 
re-evaluate the relationship between 
academics and athletics. A former athlete 
himself, he envisions college athletes 
allowing their studies to take precedence, 
creating a critical mass of knowledgeable 
young men and women who certainly have 
the potential to redefine the future of sport.  
     While the awards ceremony highlighted 
the corporate machines that make sports 
move --Fox Sports and ESPN took home 
two awards each-- Tagliabue’s words of 
wisdom were apropos: 

“We cannot allow 
entertainment, 
commercial or 
celebrity interests 
to overrun sport 
at all levels.
If we do so, we will have failed to accomplish 
at each level what we are responsible for 
accomplishing.”

SBJ SPORTS BUSINESS AWARDS: The High School 
of Sports Management is on the Rise

Executive	  Editor	  Abraham	  Madkour,	  Mia	  Hall,	  and	  Publisher	  Richard	  Weiss	  on	  the	  red	  carpet.

See Sports Business Awards Page 2
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For a small high school from South 
Brooklyn, attending and 
participating in the Sports Business 
Awards was truly a transcendent 
experience. Connecting with some 
of the most important leaders in 
this industry illustrates the potential 
for The High School of Sports 
Management to create an amazing 
program that allows students to live 
out the dream of sport management. 
We must dedicate ourselves anew
to progress and cement 
The High School of Sports 
Management as an elite academic 
institution that cultivates the next 
generation of sport industry 
leaders.  
Editor’s Note:  We would like to 
thank Abraham Madkour, Richard 
Weiss, Donna Johnson, James Sullivan, 
Sports Business Journal Staff & 
volunteers, Texas Rangers, Events DC,  
Michigan State, NYU, and Sporting 
News who helped make the night 
memorable for all of us. We look forward
 to seeing our graduates in the pages of 
SBJ in the future. 

HSSM STUDENTS CONGRATULATE 
2012 SBJ/SBD SPORTS BUSINESS AWARD WINNERS!
• Executive of the Year: Roger Goodell, National Football League
• Sports Event of the Year: 2012 Humana Challenge
• Best in Sports Media: Fox Sports
• Sports League of the Year: Major League Baseball
• Sports Sponsor of the Year: Bridgestone
• Best in Corporate Consulting, Marketing and Client Services:
   The Marketing Arm
• Sports Facility of the Year: Amway Center
• Best in Sports Television: Fox Sports
• Athletic Director of the Year: Mark Hollis, Michigan State
   University
• Best in Property Consulting, Sales and Client Services: IMG
• Best in Sports Technology: ESPN’s WatchESPN
• Sports Team of the Year: Boston Bruins
• Best in Digital Sports Media: ESPN Digital Media
• Best in Sports Event and Experiential Marketing: Major 
    League Baseball/Fan Cave
• Best in Talent Representation and Management: Wasserman 

Media Group

L to R: Mark Ross, Robin Cepeda, Dietric Wingpaul, and            
Jeremiah Navarro

The Biggest Night in Sports Business 

And the winner is...Major League 
Baseball for Sports League of the Year.

Christian Waterman takes in the action at the Marriott 
Marquis in Times Square.  
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